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TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT OF
SOUTHERN OREGON

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the 26 World War |l veterans from Or-
egon who will be visiting their memorial this
Saturday in Washington, D.C. through Honor
Flight of Southern Oregon. On behalf of a
grateful state and country, we welcome these
heroes to our nation’s capital.

The veterans on this flight from Oregon are:
Lloyd A. Gathright, Army; Ralph K. Lanning,
Army; Charles E. Leierer, Army; William S.
McMorrine, Army; Edward C. Phillips, Army;
Michael Roebuck, Army; Eugene A. Schmick,
Army; Clifford W. Scovell, Army; Duane J.
Smolik, Army; Vernon Staley, Army; James A.
Holland, Army Air Force; Frederic W.
Kuhlmann, Army Air Force; Donald D.
Williford, Army Air Force; Joe L. Winter, Army
Air Force; Charles F. Paul, Marine Corps; Ed-
ward C. Glen, Navy; Gerald G. Holland, Navy;
Herbert A. Johnson, Navy; Melvin A. Jones,
Navy; Robert E. Murray, Navy; Dale B. Palm-
er, Navy; John K. Penniman, Navy; Walter W.
Schafer, Navy; John Wallenburg, Navy; Ken-
neth A. Wisdom, Navy; Michael D. Zagyva,
Navy.

These 26 heroes join more than 81,000 vet-
erans from across the country who, since
2005, have journeyed from their home states
to Washington, D.C. to reflect at the memo-
rials built in honor of our nation’s veterans.

Mr. Speaker, each of us is humbled by the
courage of these brave Americans who put
themselves in harm’s way for our country and
way of life. As a nation, we can never fully
repay the debt of gratitude owed to them for
their honor, commitment, and sacrifice in de-
fense of the freedoms we have today.

My colleagues, please join me in thanking
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor
Flight of Southern Oregon for their exemplary
dedication and service to this great country. |
especially want to recognize Honor Flight of
Oregon President, Gail Yakopatz. Her tireless
work will result in over 350 World War Il vet-
erans from Honor Flight of Oregon and South-
ern Oregon Honor Flight visiting the memorials
and U.S. Capitol.

——————

COMMENDING THE NEW RISING
STAR MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
order to commend The New Rising Star Mis-
sionary Baptist Church led by Pastor Isadore
Edwards, Jr. for establishing the Raymond B.
Spencer Scholarship Fund that strives to not
only assist young students in their pursuit of
higher education but to embody the generous
and selfless spirit of Dr. Raymond Bernard
Spencer.

Dr. Raymond Bernard Spencer was born in
Houston, Texas on September 21, 1964, as
the youngest child to Manfred and Helen
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Spencer. After attending public schools in
Houston, he went on to obtain his Bachelor of
Science Degree from Oklahoma Christian Col-
lege in 1989. He then completed the Master of
Divinity Program at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas,
which | am proud to represent in Congress.
Dr. Raymond Bernard Spencer continued in
his education at Southwestern and obtained
his doctoral degree in Theology in 2001. As a
further distinction and honor, he served as the
first full time African American pastor at South-
western where he taught preaching in the
School of Theology while also serving as ad-
junct professor of the Old and New Testament
at Dallas Baptist University. Finally, his service
to faith included Superintendent of Church
School and Assistant to Pastor Isadore Davis,
Jr. at The New Rising Star Missionary Baptist
Church in Fort Worth, Texas.

There can be no doubt that Dr. Spencer
was an exceptional student, respected seeker
of knowledge, and follower in the path of God,
but he was also a caring professor, a trusted
friend, gifted vocalist, and a generous advo-
cate of academic excellence for students and
young people. He pursued all of these pas-
sions in life, faith, and academics with such
staunch persistence and zeal until he was laid
to rest on January 10, 2013. | can think of no
better way to honor his lifelong devotion to im-
proving the lives of those around him than
continuing his advocacy for higher education
with the Raymond B. Spencer Scholarship
Fund and | congratulate The New Rising Star
Missionary Baptist Church on their tenth anni-
versary of this wonderful endeavor.

| am so proud to represent The New Rising
Star Missionary Baptist Church and many
members of their congregation who devote
their lives to improving the lives of their young
students and opening up opportunities for
them to preserve Dr. Spencer’s legacy of ex-
cellence. Let their efforts serve as a testament
to the lives of others for what can be achieved
through dedication and devotion to the greater
good of humanity.

In honor of The New Rising Star Missionary
Baptist Church led by Pastor Isadore
Edwards, Jr. and the Raymond B. Spencer
Scholarship Fund this statement will be en-
tered into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on
Tuesday, April 21, 2015.

CONGRATULATING 2015 INDUCTEES
INTO THE IOWA VOLUNTEER
HALL OF FAME

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, Governor Terry E.
Branstad and Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds in-
ducted three individuals and one organization
into the lowa Volunteer Hall of Fame on April
14th, 2015 in Des Moines, lowa. The 2015 in-
ductees include H.D. “lke” Leighty from Wa-
terloo and the Sisters of Mercy from Cedar
Rapids. Both reside in my district and | rise
today to honor their hard work and acknowl-
edge their accomplishments.

H.D. “lke” Leighty co-founded Engineered
Products Company in Waterloo, lowa in 1977.
After selling the business, he established The
Leighty Foundation and the Mother Moon
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Service Scholarship program. Every year, this
program awards a college scholarship to one
Black Hawk county high school junior who
completes over 100 hours of community serv-
ice. To date, 179 lowans have received assist-
ance towards a college education from the
Mother Moon Service Scholarship.

In 1989, the Sisters of Mercy founded the
Catherine McAuley Center to develop long
term solutions to poverty in the Cedar Rapids
area. Guided by the five core values of em-
powerment, learning, mercy, community, and
commitment, the Sisters provide one-on-one
tutoring for adults, as well as transitional hous-
ing for victims of domestic violence, and those
who suffer from mental illness and substance
abuse.

H.D. “Ike” Leighty and the Sisters of Mercy
are model citizens and assets to their commu-
nities. | encourage all lowans to visit the State
of lowa Historical Museum in Des Moines and
view the lowa Volunteer Hall of Fame plaques
where their names now join 155 other induct-
ees. On behalf of the people of lowa’s first
district, | commend Mr. Leighty and the Sisters
of Mercy for their selflessness and sacrifice in
service to our communities. | congratulate
them on their 2015 induction into the lowa
Volunteer Hall of Fame.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JOHN P. NELSON IN
THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. John P. Nelson for his
many years of service and dedication to the
lowa West Foundation. He is an lowa native
and I'm proud to recognize him today for his
great achievement.

Mr. Nelson is Chairman of the Board for the
Silverstone Group. He graduated from Abra-
ham Lincoln High School in Council Bluffs,
lowa and attended Carleton College in Min-
nesota and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Economics. Mr. Nelson then joined
the United States Navy and served his country
for three years. After leaving the Navy, Mr.
Nelson returned to lowa and joined his fam-
ily’s insurance agency, now the Silverstone
Group.

Because of his active service participation
throughout the area in business and his com-
munity, Mr. Nelson has earned several pres-
tigious awards for his service. He continues to
serve on many area boards and commissions.
Mr. Nelson’s endless dedication, commitment,
generosity and leadership to the lowa West
Foundation and the Council Bluffs community
has enhanced and improved the quality of life
for our community and citizens. Mr. Nelson’s
devotion to lowa has helped create a place
where it is great to raise a family, work and
live.

Mr. Nelson is an lowan who has made a dif-
ference and made our state proud. He has
dedicated his life to helping and serving others
and it is with great honor that | recognize him
today. | know that my colleagues in the House
join me in honoring his accomplishments. |
thank him for his service and wish him and his
family all the best moving forward.
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